


Overview

Say: On this fourth, final week of Advent, we are
celebrating the love that we have because Jesus was
born. God loves us so much that he willingly sent Jesus
to earth to be born as a baby, grow to be a man, and die,
so that we can become members of God's family. Jesus
was willing to do God's will, leave heaven, and die for
us because Jesus loves us. (Open with prayer requests,
praises, and a time of prayer.)

Key Verse Challenge

1JOHN 4:9-10

Thank God for loving you long before
you loved him. Once you've memo-
rized these verses, make a card for

someone who's lonely or going
through a hard time. (Ask a parent or
guardian if you need ideas.) Write these
verses on one side of the card, and write
your own message on the other side.

Opening Game
Verse Ball

Materials
+ Large sheet of paper
+ Marker
+ Foamball

Preparation: On a large sheet of paper, print the words
of 1 John 4:9. Post that paper where players can see the
words of 1 John 4:9 as they play the game.

Directions: Have the players sit in a circle on the floor.
Roll or toss the ball to one of the players as you say the first
word of the verse. Then have that player say the first and
second word as they roll or toss the ball to another player.
Continue playing until the verse has been said completely.
Play additional rounds as time and interest allow.

Say: (Display the paper on which you printed the verse

and read italoud.) For whom did God send his Son, Jesus?
(Childrenrespond: everyone in the world.) When our verse
talks about “eternal life,” it means that someday we can
live with Jesus in heaven forever. Jesus made an incredible
sacrifice by leaving heaven to be born here on earth—
especially since it meant he would one day die for us. But
Jesus willingly did all of that because Jesus loves us!
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Bible Story

Say: What is a job that people do at night? (Children
respond.) In Bible times, people needed to care for their
animals at night. On the night Jesus was born, there were
some shepherds in the hills outside of Bethlehem who were
keeping watch over their sheep to make sure they didn't get
lost or hurt. It must have been a quiet, peaceful job.

Maybe it was a bit like camping. What are some things you
do at night when you go camping? (Children respond.)

Life was a lot different in Bible times. The shepherds didn't
have many of the things we take for granted like flashlights
and cell phones. It was just them and the sheep with maybe
a campfire, out in the fields alone. What would you do if
you were a shepherd, watching sheep at night? (Children
respond.) Maybe the shepherds were singing songs,
looking up at the stars, or telling each other stories.

Suddenly the most extraordinary thing happened!
(Read Luke 2:9-12. Go Bible page 1233.)

The shepherds must have been stunned! They must have
stared up at the angel with their eyes wide and mouths
gaping. First, an ANGEL had appeared in the sky, and the
sky was lit up like daytime! And then the angel said that
the Savior they had been waiting for, and their parents
and grandparents and great-grandparents had been
waiting for, was finally here! What happened next must
have made them drop to the ground in wonder.

(Read Luke 2:13-14. Go Bible page 1233.)

A huge choir of angels had sung the very first Christmas
carol to the shepherds! When the angels disappeared,

it must have taken them a few minutes to digest what had
just happened. Maybe they had to talk it over for a minute.

Maybe one of them asked, “Did that really happen?”

And another said, “Yeah! I saw it!  heard what the angel
said. The Savior has been born!”

A third may have added, “Yes! And the angel said we
should go find him. He's over in Bethlehem. Let's go!”

We don't know everything the shepherds said to

each other, but we do know that they decided to go to
Bethlehem. When they did, they found Mary, Joseph,

and the baby Jesus lying in a manger. The shepherds were
filled with joy and wonder. They lovingly worshiped Jesus.
When they left, they told everyone they saw about the
amazing announcement they'd received from the angels
and the baby who was where the angels had told them.

The gift God sent the world that night in Bethlehem is

the greatest gift ever given. Jesus came to earth to be born
as a baby because he loves us. Jesus wants us to live with
him forever in heaven as a member of God's family.

(Invite children who would like to hear more about being
forgiven for their sins and becoming a member of God’s
family to talk with you or any other adult helper.)

Key Verse Challenge

JOHN 1:12

Jesus offers you the opportunity to

become a son or daughter of God! All
you have to do is believe in Jesus and

accept his gift of forgiveness and new
life. If you've done that, congratulations!
Design a certificate with this verse on
it to remind you of your adoption into
God's family.

Object Lesson
Advent Wreath, Fourth Sunday

Materials
+ Advent wreath and candles

+ Matches or lighter (for adult use only)

Say: (Show Advent wreath and candles. Light the first
candle.) Who can tell me what the first candle represents?
(Childrenrespond: hope.) That’s right, Hope. How about
the second candle? (Light the second candle as children
respond: peace.) The second candle is for Peace. And

the third, pink candle? (Light the third candle as children
respond:joy.) The third candle represents Joy. What do you
think the fourth candle represents? (Children respond.)

This fourth candle represents Love. (Light the fourth candle.)
It represents the love God has for us and the love we have
for him. It reminds us that Jesus loves us.




Optional Activities
Oven-Baked Clay Ornaments

Materials
« Newspaper or plastic tablecloth
+ Acrylic paints in a variety of colors
+ Containers for paints (plastic dairy containers,
paper or plastic bowls, etc.)
+ Paintbrushes
+ String, thin ribbon, or yarn in a variety of colors
« Scissors
 Oven-baked clay ornaments from prior lesson

Optional
» Paint smocks or adult-sized shirts for children
to wear over clothing while painting

Preparation: Cover the table where children will
be working with newspaper or a plastic tablecloth.
Pour acrylic paints into separate containers and
place on the covered table. Place a paintbrush in each
paint container. Cut string, thin ribbon, or yarn into
approximately six-inch lengths, preparing one length
for each ornament.

Directions: Have children paint the ornaments they
created in the previous session. Instruct children

to return paintbrushes to the correct paint container

to avoid accidentally mixing colors. Set aside to dry.
When the ornaments are dry, have children thread a
length of string, thin ribbon, or yarn through the hole.
Form aloop and secure with a knot or bow. As children
complete their ornaments, ask them which part of the
biblical Christmas story their ornament reminds them of.

Say: Today at the end of our session, you can take your
ornament home to hang on your family Christmas tree.
Tell your family about your ornament and what it reminds
you of. Be sure to remind your family that Jesus loves us!

Optional: Children put on paint smocks or adult-sized
shirts over their clothing before painting.

&989 CHOOSE TO CHANGE ReadLuke2.

Shepherd Dress-Up Relay

Materials
+ Shepherd's costume (robes, headwraps or towels,
headscarves, belt sashes, sandals, etc.), one for each
team of 6 to 8 players
+ Container (cardboard box, bin, or large brown bags,
etc.), one for each team
+ Masking tape

Preparation: Place each shepherd’s costume in a
container, preparing one for each team. Place the
containers at one end of the activity area. On the opposite
side of the activity area, use masking tape to make a
starting line.

Directions: Have players divide into equally sized teams
of six to eight players. Then have teams line up behind the
starting line. At your signal, have the first player in each
line run to their team’s container and use all the items to
dress up like a shepherd. Once dressed, the player should
say, “Hallelujah! Jesus is born! Jesus loves us!”

Then, have the player remove all the items and place
them back in the container. Have the player return

to their team and tag the next player, who repeats the
action. When the game is over, have the first team whose
players all completed the relay recite the memory verse
aloud or come up with a sentence about the Bible story.
Switch up the teams and play additional rounds as time
and interest allow.

Say: Why should the whole world celebrate Jesus’ birth?
(Childrenrespond.) God sent Jesus to the world because he
loves everyone in the world. We had fun racing each other
in our game. The shepherds raced to see Jesus and raced
to tell everyone they could that the Savior had been born.
The shepherds knew that everyone needs to know that
Jesus loves us!

Optional: Instead of or in addition to shepherds’
costumes, include angel costumes. Just make sure there is
a similar number of dress-up items for each team.

When the shepherds saw Jesus, they couldn’t wait to tell everyone
the Good News of his birth. What are some ways you can tell
others about Jesus' love for them? Write down some ideas in your
journal or notebook!
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Shepherds Search for Jesus

Materials
- Shepherds Search for Jesus, page 26

» Pencils

Preparation: Photocopy the Shepherds Search for Jesus,
making one copy for each child.

Directions: Read the story aloud with children. Have
children follow the instructions on the puzzle page to
complete the puzzle.

Say: Every time we read or hear the Christmas story,
we can remember that Christmas is a time to celebrate
Jesus' love for us. Jesus was willing to do God's will],
leave heaven, and die for us, because Jesus loves us.




Shepherds Search for Jesus

One NIGHT there were SHEPHERDS in the FIELDS, keeping watch over their flocks.

An ANGEL of the LORD appeared to them, and the GLORY of the Lord shone all around

them. The shepherds were terrified. But the angel said, “Don’t be AFRAID. I bring you

GOOPD news of great JOY that will be for all people. Today in the town of BETHLEHEM

a Savior hasbeen BORN; he IS CHRIST the Lord. You will FIND a baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes lying ina MANGER.” Suddenly a great HEAVENLY HOST appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest.”

When the angels left, the shepherds said, “Let's GO and SEE this thing that has happened.” So they hurried off and
found Mary and JOSEPH. The BABY Jesus was lying in a manger.

Read the story above. In the word search below, find the words in all capital letters.
Challenge: Test your word search skills by finding the underlined words, which are diagonal in the puzzle.
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.Christmas Eve°
Christ

Bible Story Reference: Matthew 2:1-16 (Go Bible pages 1154-1156)

Memory Verse: “Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, ‘'l am the light of the
world. If you follow me, you won't have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light
that leads to life.” John 8:12 (Go Bible page 1292)

Big Idea: We can worship Christ Jesus!

Overview Opening Game

Say: Today's verse talks about “the light of the world.” S Plit Verse

Jesus is the light of the world. What do you think that

means? (Children respond.) Jesus is called the light of the Materials

world because his death and resurrection make it possible + Large sheet of paper
for every person in the world to be brought out of the . Marker

darkness of sin and into God's light. We can have new life

that never ends as members of God's family. This is one of
the reasons we can worship Christ Jesus! (Open with
prayer requests, praises, and a time of prayer.)

Preparation: Print John 8:12 on a large sheet of paper.
Draw three lines to separate the verse into four sections:

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, / “ am the

light of the world. / If you follow me, you won't have to
walk in darkness, / because you will have the light that
leads to life.”

Directions: Lead children to read the verse aloud.

Split the class into two groups, which will alternate saying
the different sections of the verse. Be creative with the
way you divide the class: down the middle, boys and girls,
by grade level, adult helpers and kids, brown hair and not-
brown hair, birthdays between January and June versus
July through December, etc. Play additional rounds with
different groups as time and interest allow.

W CHOOSE TO CHANGE Read John 8:12-20.

When we don’t follow Jesus, it's like we're stumbling around
indarkness.Why doesn’t Jesus want us to live in the dark?

A. We'll stub our toes, bump into walls, and fall.

B. Wewon'tsee God's truth, which reveals sins Say: Jesus said that everyone who follows him will

and lies. receive the light of life. That means Jesus will help us love
C. Wewon'tbe able to find the light switches and obey him. He will show us how to live the very best
or the good snacks. life. We can worship Christ Jesus because of this light

he gives to the life of everyone who follows him. (Invite
children who would like to hear more about being forgiven
for their sins and becoming a member of God's family to talk
with you or any other adult helper.)
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Bible Story

Say: Do you ever sit outside at night to watch the stars?
(Children respond.) At the time when Jesus was born,

a brilliant star began to shine in the night sky. This star
had never been seen before, so it immediately got the
attention of some wise men. These men studied the stars.
They lived far from Israel, but they believed that this star
was a sign that a great king had been born to God's people.

First, the wise men traveled across the desert and
mountains to visit King Herod in Jerusalem. It may have
taken them months or even YEARS to get to King Herod's
palace. Have you ever been on a long trip? How did you
feel when you finally got to where you were going?
(Children respond.) The wise men must have been tired but
also VERY excited to find the new king.

They asked King Herod, “Where is the newborn king?
We want to worship him.” The news of a new king being
born made King Herod very angry and jealous. He was
the king! He did NOT want someone else to become

the new king. But King Herod tried to hide his feelings
and pretended to be happy. He asked where the baby
would be born.

(Read Matthew 2:6-8. Go Bible page 1154.)

Did King Herod really want to worship Jesus? No! What do
you think King Herod really wanted? (Children respond.)
King Herod wanted to stop Jesus from ever becoming the
king. King Herod wanted to KILL Jesus!

The wise men didn't know this. They went on their
way. They kept their eyes on the star and followed it to
Bethlehem. When they found Jesus and his family, they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then, they gave Jesus
gifts fit for a king: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

When it was time to leave, the wise men planned to
return to King Herod to tell him about the baby. But God
protected Jesus. In a dream, God warned them to return
home a different way. And they did.

God also sent an angel to tell Joseph to take Mary and the
baby Jesus to Egypt immediately. The angel told Joseph to
stay in Egypt until God told him it was safe to return. So

Jesus was safe with his family, all according to God’s plan.

The wise men traveled long and far to worship Jesus.
But we don't have to travel anywhere at all! We can
worship Christ Jesus every day, wherever we are!

Wise Men

Does your family have a Nativity set? When we think about
the wise men following the star and bringing gifts to Jesus,
we usually picture him as a baby in a manger. But did you
know Jesus was probably close to two years old by the
time the wise men arrived? And they visited himin a house,
notastable (Matthew 2:11).

Object Lesson

Advent Wreath,
Christmas Eve/Christmas Day

Materials
+ Advent wreath and candles

+ Matches or lighter (for adult use only)

Say: (Show Advent wreath and candles. Lead children
to name what each of the other four candles represent
asyou light each one: hope, peace, joy, love.) The first
candle represents Hope. The second candle is for Peace.
The third candle is for Joy, and the fourth is for Love.

Not all Advent wreaths include this fifth candle. But those
that do include it place it in the very center of the wreath.
What do you think this fifth, white candle represents?
(Children respond: Jesus.)

This candle is called the Christ candle and represents
Christ Jesus. (Light the fifth candle.) We place it in the
center of the wreath to remind us that Jesus is the center
of our Christmas celebrations. We love Jesus, and we can
worship Christ Jesus as a way to show our thanks to him.

Optional Activities

Ornament Pass

Materials
+ Children's Christmas praise music and player
+ Christmas ornament
+ Individually wrapped candies

Directions: Have players sit in a circle. Place enough
candies in the center of the circle so that each player can
have one. Hand the ornament to a player and turn on

the music for a few moments. Have each player pass the
ornament to the person on their left. When you stop

the music, have the player holding the ornament tell a part
of the Christmas story. It could be from today's Bible story
or any of the other Advent stories beginning with the
prophet Isaiah.

After the player says a sentence, have them take a candy
and begin passing the ornament again as the music plays.
Continue until each child has had a turn and received

a candy. If a player who has already had a turn is holding
the ornament when the music stops, have that player
choose someone who has not yet had a turn.

Say: Every year during Advent, we look forward to
celebrating Christmas. We can worship Christ Jesus
during Advent and Christmas or any time of year!

Tip: If you have more than eight children in your group,
form more than one circle.




Worshipful Words of Praise

Materials
« Large sheet of butcher paper
» Masking tape
- Markers or crayons
» Variety of Christmas wrapping paper
« Scissors
- Transparent tape
+ Adhesive-backed gift bows

Preparation: Use masking tape to secure the large sheet
of butcher paper to a wall, low enough for children to
reach it. Use a marker to print “We give Jesus our gifts of
praise!” at the top of the butcher paper. At the bottom of
the butcher paper, print “We can worship Christ Jesus!”

Cut large rectangles from wrapping paper, preparing one
or more for each crafter.

Directions: Have crafters fold a prepared wrapping-
paper rectangle in half. Then have them open the paper
and write phrases or sentences of praise and worship to
Jesus. Have crafters refold the paper and use transparent
tape to tape it along the fold to the butcher paper to make
a gift. Make sure the front of the paper can be lifted to see
the writing on the inside. Have crafters stick a gift bow on
the front of their “gift.”

Say: In the same way we give gifts to family and friends
at Christmas, the wise men brought gifts to Jesus. We can't
give Jesus a gift like socks or a new toy, but our worship

is a gift. We can worship Christ Jesus as a gift to him.

A-Maze-ing Wise Men

Materials
+ Wise Men Maze, page 30
+ Pencils

Preparation: Photocopy the Wise Men Maze, making
one copy for each child.

Directions: Have children follow the instructions on
the handout to complete the maze.

Say: The wise men traveled far to worship Jesus.
We're so lucky that we can worship Christ Jesus
every day and everywhere!




Wise Men Maze

Help the wise men travel to King Herod and then to Jesus. Finally, help the wise men
get home by another route. Remember, they don't want to see King Herod again!
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